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not for watering it down, but for strengthening its main purpose.
I can see no way of making the Congress a truly national orga-
nization, responsive to national want and representative of the
masses and capable of action at a given moment, without discipline,
without the co-operation of all its parts, and without a due sense
of responsibility in every member. 15,000 members are more than
enough for the national purpose, if they would be true to their
creed and satisfy all self-imposed tests. All the observations that
I have made and I am making about this incessant travelling to
which I have subjected myself convince me of the necessity of
making Congress predominantly a self-spinning association. No-
thing but this very simple discipline will cure the nation of the
lethargy that has overtaken it.

Toung India, 28-5-1925

89.   RYOTS' CRT

As my Bengal tour progresses, the addresses I receive are
becoming more and more businesslike. Instead of containing
praises of me and my work, they are becoming instructive, con-
taining valuable information. One such address was from Tip-
perah Ryots' Association. -It contained these pregnant sentences:1

Let me assure the reader that I have only omitted the usual
opening and the concluding brief one-sentence paragraphs and
half a sentence of unnecessary epithets. I am prepared to believe
that there is exaggeration in the foregoing statement. But I can-
not help remarking^ that, on the whole, it is a fair statement of
the ryots' position from their own point of view. The most re-
markable part in the statement is that relating to six months*
unemployment. It is an echo of the other parts of the country.
Many people work on their miserably small holdings for six
months, and for six months they labour in factories far away
from their homes. A studious reader will notice that this unem-
ployment naturally occupies the first place in the tale of woes.
It is also mainly the cause of the other troubles mentioned. If
they had steady work in their own homes for the whole of the
year, they would not be obliged to run to the money-lender. If

1 Not reproduced here. The address dwelt on the plight of the food-
growing and jute-producing farmers of Tipperah due to low wages, under-
employment, inequitable prices for their produce, lack of drinking-water,
litigation, etc., and appealed for relief.